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During the Covid-19 pandemic, Kamsort Khoeun, a po-
et, visited children and families living around the Stung 
Meanchey dump site in Phnom Penh. Interacting with 
the community gave him a better understanding of the 
challenges faced by families who relied on picking 
waste from the dump site.  
 
But it also raised questions about other Cambodian 
families — families that are not considered traditional. 
Families that don’t have one mother and one father; or 
set masculine and feminine roles. Who was talking 
about families where the power structures at home are 
reversed or cases where these roles do not exist? 
 
Khoeun knew there was a diversity of experiences in 
Cambodian households and wanted to showcase them 
beyond the regular narratives of family life. These 
questions moved the poet to write a Khmer-language 
poem called “My Parents are Women” that was later 
included in the Cambodian Women Poetry project, an 
anthology of works from 38 people, including women 
and members of the LGBTQIA+ community. 
 
“The poems touch on the experiences faced by women, 
such as the pressure to get married, their human rights, 
the marginalization of voices, LGBTQIA+ issues, and 
ideas of self-love, education, injustice and issues like 
breastfeeding in public,” says So Phina, an artist, poet 
and the editor of the anthology. 

“My Parents Are Women” 

Phina So, who is a popular artist, is photographed reading the anthol-
ogy of poems she helped edit.  
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A photograph of the “My Parents Are Women”  poem in the book. 

នាងខ្ញ ɸមេǒសិសសទីƙរɸ ƙរបƵ់ា តែងចɸƺកខ់ញសមរ   
សេលឹងសេលកជ់បួដឹងមជរ ǃេិនតដលមទពញកតេɻƙសី។ 
ពីែូចដល់ធɸខ្ញ ɸតែងជបួ មសទីរƙរបជ់ɸនបួមរសរួថី? 
ពញកេិនតេនƙបុសតបរƺƙសី មƵែមកីែមេែញɔវីចតេលកមេលɹ? 
ƹា ɸមនɹ ƹា ɸពីរǉនɵ់េៃ  Ƴនម់កីែរងីɵរ ɻƙទូងរមលɹ 
វបិែតិកូវដិរែឹមដៅ ម ɹ  មរៀនកេិ៏នមចɹសǋា ធមƙចីន។ 
ɔាកជិែƴងខ្ញ ɸǓេកូនមរ េិនɣយមលងមទƴល ច លងមកីន 
ដូចពញកតេɻខ្ញ ɸƵា នចមƙេីន មរǃមខទីយមកីននាɸǕបយ់ស។ 
ខ្ញ ɸកេិ៏នដឹងǃមេែញɔវី? ពញកតេɻខ្ញ ɸƙសីយɻ ងដូមចា ɹ 
តែរនពកួƵែ់ខ្ញ ɸមកីែចញɹ មបីƵា នƵែម់នាɹរឺƵា នខ្ញ ɸ។ 
យយǂពូេីងេិនǍបរ់ក ǂɸងពីមកីែេកេិនជួបជញɸ 
េញខǋែត់បបǁǒា ែƙ់ជងɸ ɣយពញកតេɻខ្ញ ɸរសខ់លួនឯង។ 
េញនមពលកូវដិមរសអបƙ់ǒប់ កូវដិបិទǈា បម់រេិនតƙកង 
សូេបមីេីលេញខកម៏រតលង ពញកខɸƙបឹងតƙបងមចញពី ឃញɸ ។ 
មរǃមែីចាបឯ់ǁតចង? ɣយƙសីƵា ឯងǕចɇសɸɇគɸ 
ខញសពីធេាƺែិពិែេិនសេ ដូចពញកតេɻខ្ញ ɸេិនររួមǒɹ។ 
ខ្ញ ɸចងស់រួǃមកីែƺេនញសស Ǆលត់ែƙសីƙបុសមទីបƙសស់បស?់ 
ǕចǋនƙរួǒរǕចរេួរស?់ ƙសីនិងƙសីមនាɹពិែខញសមរ? 
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